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C ON TRIAL FOR SEDITIOUS CONSPIRACY 


MARCH 1989 SCHEDULE 


WED. MARCH 15 SEDITION COMMITTEE INVITES ALL SUPPORTERS 
7:30 p.m. TO AN OPEN HOUSE OFFICE PARTY!! 
ee Literature & Trial Updates Will Be Available 
w ele —Refreshments will be served— 


HELP US MOBILIZE SUPPORT FOR: 

CENTRAL AMERICA WEEK!! 
Join Us & Other Local Organizations In Demonstrating For: 
Homes Not Bombs/Stop The War In El Salvador!! 

—For More Info.-Call SACAP-(413) 773-9097 or Sedition Committee— 


JOIN US IN A VIGIL AFTER COURT 

DEMONSTRATE YOUR SUPPORT FOR 
POLITICAL PRISONERS!! 

—Don’t Let The Ohio 7 Stand Alone 


UPCOMING COURT DAYS 


WHERE: Federal Courthouse, 1500 Main St. 

Springfield, MA—5th Floor 
WHEN: 9:30-1:00, 2:00-4:00 

The Ohio 7 need your presence in the cour- 
troom! YOU ARE ALLOWED TO ENTER 
AND EXIT AT WILL. No photo I.D. 
necessary. Call 586-4407 to arrange a ride 
or someone to go with you. 









































SAT. MARCH 18 
10:00 a.m. Springfield 
Calhoun Park 
Corners of 
Jefferson Ave. and 
Chestnut St. 
























THURS. MARCH 23 
4:00 p.m. Springfield 
Federal Courthouse 
1500 Main St. 












a April 4th court only til 1 p.m. 
OFFICE HOURS: Wed. 6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. 
Fri. 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
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—DARE TO STRUGGLE, DARE TO WIN— 


SHOW TRIAL UPDATE 


COLEMAN SPEAKS OUT- DETAILS SCAR ACTIVITIES/AFFIRMS PORTLAND DEATH SQUAD 


Due to the limited space in the Feb. issue, the following testimony of 
Linda Coleman was deleted: Coleman stated that her work with SCAR (Statewide 
Correctional Alliance for Reform) brought her into contact with Ray, Pat, Lom 
and Carol. She said this work consisted in part of "survival programs" such as 
a community bail fund, monitoring cases of police brutality and harassment, 
free transportation for families to visit their loved ones in prison, obtain- 
ing jobs and temporary housing, publication of SCAR(d) Times (an alternative 
paper), free books to prisoners program, organizing libraries and literacy 
programs in county jails, formation of a prisoners. union, self-defense class- 
es, support work for political prisoners, food distribution, political study 
groups,eets. 

She stated she met Ray for the first time at a SCAR sponsored demonstra- 
tion to protest the existence of a police death squad formed within the Port- 
land Maine Police Dept. She testified that one police officer was indicted for 
solicitation to murder but that others who had been implicated were not prose- 
cuted. She said Rays name was on the hit list. She testified that during her 
tenure with the Red Star North Bookstore (see Feb. issue) the collective was 
receiving threats from the ku klux klan, the bookstore ransacked and that Ray 
had been arrested in the bookstore on a bogus charge by a squad of police which 
included one of the cops implicated in the death squad. 


SUFFOLK COUNTY/ WITNESS SUFFERS VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS DUE TO GOV’T NEGLECT 


Some of the testimony in February focused on the early SMJJ bombings, in- 
cluding the bombing of the Suffolk County Courthouse - the only SMJJ bombing 
which resulted in serious injury. The testimony made it clear that although 
a warning call had been received by courthouse personnel NO EVACUATION OF THE 
PUBLIC WAS CARRIED OUT. 

One of the government's witnesses, Edmund Narine (injured in the bombing) 
held a press conference outside the Springfield Federal Courthouse. Narine had 
sued the Suffolk Courthouse Commission for negligence and initially was award- 
ed $1.5 million. The Supreme Judicial Court later reversed the award on a tech- 
nicality and Narine has received no compensation. Testimony durig the civil 
trial indicated that courthouse security had taken steps to evacuate employees 
but had not alerted the general public about the bomb threat that had been 
called in. Narine. said, "I believe the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court 
Violated my civil rights". 


FBI REFUSES TO REVEAL LOCATION OF U.S. BACKED INTERNATIONAL 
TERRORIST TRAINING CAMPS 


Lyons testified that with a basic list of equipment and an outlined pro- 
cedure found in the Levasseur's Deerfield, Ohio home, he could make a bomb. 
Included in the list of items was a pair of latex gloves. The defense lawyers 
obtained all the items in a department store and with Ray cross examining 
Lyons, he was asked to construct a simulated explosive device for the JUror s. 
Lyons put on the gloves and proceeded to peel off a long piece of electrical 
tape which was as farlas he got. Like an insect to fly paper, che fbi agent 
got his gloves completely stuck om the tape. Struggling to get them-unstuck, 
the fingers of the rubber gloves stretched 6 inches out from his hands until 
2 of the fingertips ripped off exposing his fingers (he had testified previous- 
ly that gloves were worn to prevent fingerprints on the device). The jurors 
and everyone in the courtroom enjoyed a good laugh at this Charlie Chaplin 
routine by the government's "explosives expert". 


continued on back page.... 
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My name is Tom Manning. Boston born, 6/28/46, 
and raised in a large,Ivish,working Glass family- 
never enough $--though my father worked day and 
night--with sleep in between--his days off were 
when he was hurt or some crisis in the family. A 
longshoreman and a postal clerk--he worked him- 

f self to death--trying to get one end to meet the 
fother--he never did make ends meet--that would be 
Da cycle and capitalism is not made that way--he 

S always got the worst end. 

As kids we tried to help where we could--I shined shoes and 
sold newspapers on the subways and in the bars, otherwise I spent 
my time like most kids in the neighborhood--roaming the docks and 
freightyards looking for anything that could be converted into 
cash,bartered or used in some way, also playing stickball and 
raising pigeons. As I grew older I worked as a stockboy¥,then con- 
Struction laborer till joining the military in 1963: Cuba in '64-- 
Vietnam in '65-'66. 

Back on the streets for a minute,then state prison for five 
years for armed robbery and assault and battery. Given the area 
where I grew up and being a 'Nam veteran, prison was parr for the 
course. I ran into a lot of boyhood friends and veterans inside. I 


f 


became somewhat politicized in prison,taking part 









in food and work strikes,being around people 
willing to teach and organize at great personal 
risk. I spent my last 14 months in Walpole's 10 
Block where I first read Che and where all the 
prisoners--Black,Brown and white were united 
out of necessity, in contrast to the general 
population in prison and in the city of Boston. 


I completed my sentence in May of '71-- 






es 2 TRO - 


took one quick tour of the old streéts and {x 
headed for the country,the woods and small j Z 
towns of northern New England where I oa 
met Carol,married and had a child, the ee 
first of 3 children--Jeremy,Tamara and = 
Jonathon. The second two coming during JAn 





ro 


our ten years underground. 


In Portland Maine we became active dnt = 
in an organization named S.C.A.R. whose nD 


ey 


work was done by and for prisoners,ex-prisoners and their loved ones. 
The work was rapidly expanding into all areas of the community; 
finding jobs and housing for people coming out--trying to stay out 
support and welfare advocacy,transportation to the prisons for vis- 


iting,childcare,organizing young peovole,a bail fund and a bookstore. 


WITH THIS WORK AND THE STUDY IT REQUIRED, IT BECAME INCREASINGLY 
CLEAR WHO GOT THE BEST END, AT WHO'S EXPENSE. AND WHAT WAS NEEDED 
ALSO BECAME CLEAR--SOCIALISM--a system where ends meet--the bosses 
oppose this system with a vengeance--they attack it with their 
armies and police. The People must fight for their own system in all 
ways--one of these being armed clandestined struggle--we have a long 
way to go,but we are getting there. 

At the moment I am doing two life sentences in new jersey state 
prison,having been sentenced for the self-defense killing of a state 
trooper. I am kept locked down 24 hours a day in the maximum control 
unit,new jersey's equivalent of Marion. I'm considered a risk to 
the security of the prison because of my political beliefs and 
affiliations. 

I was recently severed,along with Jaan Karl Laaman,from the 
Seditious Conspiracy trial of the Ohio-7. We were accused of con- 
spiring to overthrow the government of the united states. Three of 
our comrades continue to fight case in Springfield, MA. 

I'm also sentenced to 53 years in federal prison for a series 
of bombings carried out as armed propaganda against apartheid in 
South Africa, u.s. imperialism in Latin and Central America and the 
racist,genocidal capitalism here in the Belly of the Beast. I stand 
accused of being a part of the Sam Melville/Jonathon Jackson Unit 
in the 1970's, and the United Freedom Front in the 1980's. I am 


proud of these associations and all that it implies. 


e. ¿REVOLUTION IS NEVER BEGUN ANEW, 


ONLY CONTINUED WHERE OTHERS HAVE LEFT OFF..." 
Tem Man 
202873-4B r 


MaCs 
CN861 
Trenton, N:J a 08625 
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N TRIAL FOR SEDITIOUS CONSPIRACY 








The facts, Ma'am. just the facts..... 





- WHO WAS INDICTED IN THIS CASE? -WHAT WAS THE DISPOSITION OF THE CHARGES 
Initially there were 8 defendants. Kazi Toure (pleaded guilty to 
l eount of seditious conspiracy, 2 RECO charges dropped); om Manning 
(all charges dropped); Jaan Laaman (all charges dropped); Carol Manning 


(pleaded guilty to 1 count of seditious conspiracy and 2 counts of RICO); 
Barbara Curzi-Laaman (severed from the case when court suppressed the 
evidence against her. Charges still pending). 


“WHO ARE THE PRESENT DEFENDENTS IN THE OHIO7 TRIAL? 
aymond Luc Levasseur, Patricia Levasseur, Richard Williams. 
"WHAT ARE THE CHARGES? 
(a) Seditious Conspiracy: Entering into a conspiracy to overthrow, 


put down or destroy by force the government of the U.S., or to oppose by 
force the authority thereof, or by force to prevent, hinder, or delay the 





execution lot any law of the U. Saa:-:Lt is a political “thought crime“ an 
the sense that the government need only prove that you entered into an 
agreement with at least one other person. It does not have to be proved 


that you violated any specific law other than the vague and general 

provisions of the seditious conspiracy statute.Punishable by 20 years in prison. 
(pb) Racketeering and Corrupt Organizacions (RICO) 1., Conducting ox 

participating in an “enterprise through a pattern of racketeering. ... 

RICO conspiracy requires the government to prove that individuals were 

associated in a criminal enterprise (in this case, "to further their 

political goals"). The government does not have to prove an individual 

directly participated in any illegal act.Punishable by 20 years in prison. 





(c) Racketeering and Corrupt Organizations (RICO): Conspiracy to 
engage in racketeering activity....The second RICO count ("participation") 
is similar except that it must be proved an individual participated, 
directly or indirectly, in the racketeering enterprise by violating 
certain laws. Punishable by 20 years in prison. 


“ARE THE OHIO 7 BEING RE-TRIED ON CHARGES THEY HAVE ALREADY BEEN CONVICTED OF? 


Yes. Both Richard and Ray were tried and .convicted in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
for many of the same bombings that make up the present seditious con- 
spiracy/RICO charges. In Brooklyn, both received 45 year prison sentences. 
Pat has already served a 5 year prison sentence for "harboring a 
fugitive". This same charge is included in the present indictment as a 
"means" utilized-to further the conspiracies. 


"WHAT ARE THE REASONS BEHIND THIS PROSECUTION? 








1. The government is drawing the line at what they define as acceptable 
political activity; defining at what point an "agreement" becomes 
an illegal conspiracy; at what point "advacacy" becomes "encouraging 
and inciting" and when an organization's goals become seditious. 
2. To test the waters for futher prosecutions using these same laws. 
3 Go. abet politcal activists, dissidents and revolutionaries as 
Verininal” through use sof the RICO laws- 
a> Io obtain allongiprison sentence! for Pat and insure that Richard “and 
Ray die slow deaths in prison. 
5.To orchestrate a government show trial which demonstrates just how 
much force can be brought to bear on those who resist the government's 
criminal policies. As a warning to others, they are openly attacking our 
ideas, our values, our political commitment and .our tives 
Ons 
criminal policies. As a warning to others, they are openly attacking 
our ideas, our values, our political commitment and ouri lives. 
6. Vindictiveness. 








FOR MORE INCO. PLEASE CONTAC? THE SEDITION COMMITTEE = 
25 MAIN ST. #218, NORTHAMPTON, MA.,01060. 











‘The government charges that the Sam Melville-Jonathon Jackson Unit constitutes a 


criminal and racketeering conspiracy. 
‘The following chronology gives a brief description of the bombings carried out 


by Sam Melville -Jonathan Jackson Unit between 1976-1979. 


4:22:76 - Suffolk County Courthouse, MA. 


Demanded as end to the "enforced psycho-fascist system known as step- 
classification" at Walpole state prison and the reinstatement of "outside 
observers" in all Massachusetts prisons. The communique states the observers 
must represent Black, white and Hispanic people from oppressed communities. 

Specifics included an end to the 23% hour a day lock-down, an end to 
the beating of prisoners, no further punitive transfers or harassment of 
visitors and proper medical care for the prisoners. 


6:-20-76-Middlesex County Courthouse,MA. 

Restated the same demands as the Suffolk Courthouse communique. "We 
call on the people, families and friends, organizations and individuals 
to support the prisoners' struggle and the struggle of all oppressed 
peoples for justice and self-determination." 


7-4: 76- First National Bank of Boston, MA. 


This bombing carried out in support of: (1) Independence for Puerto 
Rico, and (2) Immediate release of Puerto Rican Nationalist prisoners: 
Oscar Collazo, Lolita Lebron, Rafael Cancel Miranda, Andres Figueroa 
Cordero and Irving Flores. 

This communique also frought more public attention to the racist 
police murders of 2 unarmed Puerto Rican men, Rafael Lecodet and Jose 


Reyes, in Springfield, Mass. 
12:12:76-Union Carbide Corp., MA. 


This bombing carried out to protest the brutal murders of 1000 
African children, women and men in Soweto, South Africa and the wounding 
detention and torture of many more. Union Carbide has extensive economic 
interests in South Africa. 


3 12:77- W.R. Grace, MA. 


"To protest the visit to Massachusetts of u.s. president, Jimmy Carter, 
who while expressing support for human rights in the Soviet Union, ignores 
the violation of human rights in this country, Latin America and South 
Africa. 

Communique repeats demand for the immediate and unconditional release 
of the 5 Puerto Rican Nationalist prisoners. W.R. Grace has extensive 
holdings in Puerto Rico. 


10-2 7-78- Mobil Oil Corp., Waltham, MA./ Mobil Oil Corp. Wakefield, MA. 


The communique that was issued with these 2 bombings demands indepen- 
dence for Puerto Rico and the immediate and unconditional release of the 
Puerto Rican Nationalist prisoners. Mobil has extensive operations in 
Puerto Rico and South Africa. 

"We dedicate these revolutionary actions to Attica Brother "Dafou" 
Mariano Gonzales who was killed by N.Y.C. pigs on April 2, 1978." 


2:27-79-Mobil Oil Corp., Eastcester,N.Y. 


Demands the immediate and unconditional release of the Puerto Rican 
Nationalist prisoners. "Mobil profits from the suffering of oppressed 


peoples in every country that its tenacles reach--Puerto Rico, Chile, 


Argentina,Brazil,South Africa... the enemies of liberation must pay a price." 





4O German Political Prisoners Declare Hunger Strike Until Death * Send letters protesting the 
inhumane conditions that our comrades are forced to live in; Consulate General of FR.of Germany. 
460 Park Ave NY. NY.10022 
*Their struggle vs. isolation is profound-many have endured 89,10 yrs. of isolation/sensory 


‘BREAK DOWN THE WALLS/ WRITE TODAY!!! ®?rivation!l 





THE GRAND JURY IN ACTION: 
NELSON RAMIREZ: New York City 1988-1989 


One week after refusing a subpoena, and with his wife in the midst of a dif- 
ficult first pregnancy, he was put in jail for a period of 18 months. 
SAMUEL SANCHEZ: 

Questioned by the FBI hours before brain surgery and handed a subpoena 
while recovering from a second operation, he now faces prison. 


These men have not even been accused of any crime. They face 
subpoenas to a Federal Grand Jury in New York City investigating the Puerto 
Rican Independence Movement. This Grand Jury can ask any question of 
them and they are compelled to answer. They are denied the presence and 
counsel ofa lawyer. They are Puerto Rican patriots. They will not collaborate 


in the persecution of the Puerto Rican Independence Movement. 
SS SSS SSS 


Federal Grand Juries are part of the machinery of the Criminal 

Justice system in the United States. Impaneled or seated for periods 
of up to eighteen months, they examine evidence and testimony presented 
by a Federal Prosecutor. If they find evidence of crime, an indict- 
ment is issued and the individual will be tried in a court of law. 
Several specific aspects of the structure of Grand Juries make them 

a receptive audience to the prosecutor's presentation. 


Only the prosecutor's version of events is put forward. Individuals 
who are called or supeonaed to testifv before a Grand Jury may be 
asked any question and compelled to answer without the presence and 
advice of a lawyer. You may be asked about your family and friends, 
about your ideas and beliefs, or any detail the prosecutor chooses to 
highlight. You may never know the context into which your answers 
are put by subsequent testimony or the strategy of the prosecutor. 


Grand Juries are important tools for the investigation and repression 
of political activity and dissidence in the United States. Their 
members come from the wealthy and privileged. The testimony is 
choreographed and directed by the prosecutor. Clearly, the only 

just response an individual can make to this pageant is to refuse to 
testify at all. 


Nelson Ramirez and Samuel Sanchez are health care workers and family 
men, valued by their community. Their vicious prosecution is an outrage. 
Their position is just and principled. Protest this injustice, 
write Judge Thomas C. Platt and US Attorney Andrew L. Maloney 

225 Cadman Plaza East, Brooklyn, New York 11202 


SHOWTRIAL UPDATE CONTINUED...... 


James Lyons is a counterinsurgency agent. He entered the fbi in 1970 
and was assigned to the Joint Terrorist Task Force (JITF) in 1980 - the year 
of its formation. With JTTF he has served as an investigator, bomb technician 
and in 1987 was promoted to squad supervisor. He has also worked directly 
with the BosLuc task force and, in 1982, was made case agent on the United 
Freedom Front bombings. His primary investigative responsibility has been 
“incidents perpetrated by domestic terrorist groups". 

Lyons was trained in explosives by the U.S. Army and has served as an 
instructor with the army's Explosive Ordnance Disposal Unit. He has instructed 
military and police personnel in bomb technology, basic demolition procedure 
and construction of circuits. In other words, he shows the police how to make 
bombs. 

He testified that he has trained Puerto Rican police personnel and that 
he has conducted 2 schools in the San Juan area ("around 1983 and another 
about 2 years lacer. 

In late 1988 he conducted seminars in a European city. He refused to 
answer when asked which city. The defense asked the judge to compel him to 
answer the question but, after taking it under advisement, the judge sus- 
tained the government's objection to this question. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 
MARCH 8, 1989 


The Sedition Committee sends love and 
solidarity to all women, especially 
those behind bars, who have committed 
their lives to social justice, human 
rights, and self-determination for all 
people. 


Courtesy of Jan Cannavan 


El pueblo vencera! 


Remember all our women in the jails 

Remember all our women in campaigns 

Remember all our women over many fighting years 

Remember all our women for their triumphs and 
for their tears. 


----Women's Day Song 
from Azania 





TOTTO WW ‘pTetzbSutads 
069% xog 
FILLINWOD NOILIGAS JHL 


